CM/Res.989 (XLI1)

RESOLUTION ON THE SITUATION OF REFUGEESIN AFRICA

The Council of Ministersof the Organization of African Unity, meeting in its Forty-
second Ordinary Session in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, from 10 to 17 July, 1985,

Having carefully considered thereport of the Secretary-General a.i. on the activities

of the General Secretariat in relation to refugees and the report on the activities of
the OAU Commission of Fifteen on Refugees and itsreport on missions undertaken
totheHorn of Africa,

Considering thedramatic increase in the refugee population in Africa and the
continuing deterioration of theliving conditions of the refugees exacerbated by the
current severe drought and famine affecting more than one half of the OAU

Member States,

Considering further the enormous burden of the current refugee situation is causing
on the countries hosting refugees which are affected by drought and famine,

Deeply appreciating the positive measurestaken by Member States hosting

refugees, the UNHCR and other international organizations and volunteer agencies
to adequately contain the current refugee situation aggravated by drought and

famine,

Reaffirming the need for increased assistance to both countries of asylum and
countriesof origin in order to facilitate theintegration and rehabilitation of refugees

and returnees:

1 TAKESNOTE of thereport of the Secretary-General a.i. on the activities of
the General Secretariat in relation to refugees;



ADOPTSthereport on the activities of the OAU Commission of Fifteen on
Refugeesand itsreport on missionsto the Horn of Africa (Document
CM/1306 (XLII) and CM/1305 (XLII) respectively);

COMMENDS Member Statesfor continuing to accept and make availableto
refugees, in spite of serious economic problems which have been aggravated
by the current drought; facilities and services necessary for their care and

well-being;

COMMENDS FURTHER the UNHCR, other inter-governmental
organizations voluntary agencies and donor communitiesfor the positive

measures they have taken to contain the current refugee situation;

APPEALSto theinternational community to redoubleitsassistanceto the
countries of asylum in order to enable them to cater for refugeesand to the
countriesof origin in rehabilitating voluntary returnees;

FURTHER APPEAL S urgently to theinternational community to
substantially increase the resources put at the disposal of the Office of the
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugeesin order to enableit to deal
mor e adequately with the recent influxes of refugees and returneesand to
intensify the programmesleading to durable solutions to the refugee and

returnee problem;

APPEALS AL SO to donor countriesto urgently contribute fundsto ICARA
Il projectsin order to ensure theimplementation of the projects which would
facilitate the provision of assistance to refugees and returnees,

WEL COMES theresults of the mission undertaken by the OAU Commission
of Fifteen tothe Horn of Africa and theinitiativeto consider the recent
implications of drought and famine on therefugee problem in Africa;

APPEALSto OAU Member Statesto closely co-operate among themselves
and with UNHCR in order to improve on theliving and working conditions
of the refugees and promote voluntary repatriation;



10. REQUEST Sthe Secretary-General to closely follow-up the current situation
of refugees and to submit a report to the Forty-third Session of the Council of
Ministers.
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