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PRESS RELEASE 
 
The AU donates 20 vehicles to the Malian Ministry of Interior and Security 
 
 
Bamako,  14 July 2014: Today, 14 July 2014, Mr. Pierre Buyoya, Head of the African Union 
Mission in Mali and the Sahel (MISAHEL), handed over to Mr. Sada Samake, Minister of 
Interior and Security, a first batch of thirteen vehicles out of twenty donated by the AU to 
Mali. This donation, valued at one million U.S. dollars, equivalent to 481,642,430 CFA francs, 
includes thirteen pick-up vans, four ambulances and three trucks. 
 
The donation will contribute to strengthening the capacity of the Malian defense and 
security forces. In his statement at the occasion, the AU High Representative for Mali and 
the Sahel, Mr. Buyoya, reiterated AU’s commitment to support the Malian authorities in 
their efforts towards the restoration of peace and stability in their country.  Security in the 
Sahel region constitutes one of the three main pillars of the AU Strategy for the Sahel. This 
includes the promotion of collective security in the region, through the Nouakchott Process, 
which is an initiative that brings together eleven countries of the Sahel region, including 
Mali. 
 
Mr. Pierre Buyoya added that "other initiatives were underway with a view to enhancing 
information exchange among the security and intelligence services of the countries of the 
region, as well as establishing operational mechanisms to combat terrorism and 
transnational organized crime".  
 
In addition to the support being rendered to the security sector, MISAHEL and the other 
relevant AU structures will continue to assist Mali in other equally important areas, such as 
the inter-Malian inclusive dialogue and national reconciliation.  
 
On his part, Mr. Sada Samake commended the AU for this donation, adding that it was an 
expression of African and international solidarity with Mali.  
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